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‘This could be a long day’

by Rick Karlin

March 15, 2012

That prediction, that “this could be a long day” came about a half hour ago from Assembly Republican Minority Leader Brian Kolb.

There’s still no vote on the redistricting lines and as the crowds of t-shirted demonstrators, ranging from college students worried about tuition to seniors concerned about their prescription costs, are dispersing and heading for buses to take them home, things are quiet in the Senate and Assembly chambers as members are in conference.

Overall, the consensus around here is that, yes, a redistricting vote will proceed at some point today/tonight (does any of this stuff ever happen in daylight hours?).

Moreover, Assembly Democratic Majority Speaker Sheldon Silver just told my colleague Jimmy that there is agreement “subject to the conference” on the governor’s proposal for an expanded DNA data base in which people convicted of all crimes, not just felonies are included. The data base would also have some innocence provisions. Silver added that “we’re going to be here for a while,” before going into his office.

As for the other outstanding issues, Tier VI still needs to be finalized as does the governor’s call for a constitutional convention that would allow the public to vote on legalizing casinos.

One likelihood is that redistricting passes, with a handshake agreement that lawmakers will approve Tier VI and the convention.

That would let lawmakers leave town early Thursday and return Monday to wrap things up.

Cuomo can hold the threat of a redistricting veto over lawmakers if they don’t approve what he wants next week. And he could continue to keep Tier VI in a budget bill needs to be passed by the end of the month. The downside of this is that lots of things can go wrong between Thursday and Monday.

As one longtime observer wryly observed, “Michael Bragman learned what can happen over the weekend.” That was the former Syracuse Assemblyman who in 2000 attempted a coup against Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver — he believed he had the votes lined up to oust Silver but by the time a weekend went by, his effort fell apart and he was essentially banished from power.

There are other issues that may or may not end up “linked” or packaged into an overall budget deal including the Assembly Democrats’ call for a higher minimum wage, which might ease a bit of organized labor’s anger over Tier VI, and possibly a tacit agreement that Cuomo wouldn’t fight a legislative pay raise — to be discussed after the November elections.

And to be sure, all of these issues are for now centered around approval of Tier VI. Kolb told Jimmy that “there’s a whole package of things they’d like to get done,” with Tier VI serving as the “glue.”
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